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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7, 8 recite "specified information". Without additional detail to 
distinguish "specified" information from information, it is unclear what are applicant's 
intended metes and bounds. For the purpose of continuing examination, "specified 
information" will be interpreted as "device information" based on applicant's disclosure 
of the invention. 

3. Claim 2 recites "selected actually". Without additional detail to distinguish 
"selected actually" from "selected", it is unclear what are applicant's intended metes and 
bounds. For the purpose of continuing examination, "selected actually" will be 
interpreted simply as "selected". 

4. Claims 2 and 4 recite the limitation "the alternatives". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For the purpose of continuing 
examination, examiner notes claim 1 recites "an alternative", and will interpret "one of 
the alternatives" as "the alternative". 

5. Claim 3 recites "the information". It is unclear whether applicant is referring to 
"specified information" or "input information". For the purpose of continuing 
examination, "the information" will be interpreted as "the input information". 
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6. Claim 6 is rejected because of its dependency on one or more of the above 
rejected claims. 

7. The following rejections are made based on the examiner's best interpretation of 
the claims in light of the 35 USC 112 rejections above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

9. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically, claim 8 recites "a computer data 
signal embodied in a carrier wave". See annex IV of Interim Guidelines for 
Examination of patent Applications for Patent Subject Matter Eligibility". 

10. To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claim(s) 
rejected under 35 USC 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth below 
in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four statutory 
categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

11. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1).an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Suzuki et 
al (US Patent #6,477,589 B1). 

13. Regarding claim 1, Suzuki discloses an information processing apparatus 
(devices in figure 1) connected to a single bus system (1394 serial bus) together with 
other information processing apparatuses (column 6, lines 41-45) comprising: 

A selecting device (root node, figure 18) for selectively inputting the input 
information (data packets) supplied from a plurality of input sources (other nodes; 
column 15, lines 11-24); 

An acquisition device (application software on node; column 18, lines 6-13) for 
acquiring specified information (node information from configuration ROM; figure 
9) for specifying the other information processing apparatuses connected through 
the bus (column 9, lines 57-62); 

A setting device (application software on node) for setting one of the other 
information processing apparatuses replacing one of the plurality of the input 
sources as an alternative in the selecting device, based on the acquired specified 
information (column 31, lines 8-18). 

14. Regarding claim 2, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

A first notification device (root node, figure 18b) for notifying the specified 
information corresponding to the selected one of the other information processing 
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apparatuses when the one of the other information processing apparatuses set 
as one of the alternatives is selected actually as the input sources; 
A second notification device (root node) for notifying the one of the input sources 
replaced by the currently selected one of the other information processing 
apparatuses, in parallel with the notification by the first notification device (figure 
18b; column 15, lines 28-35). 

15. Regarding claim 3, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a notification device (root node) for notifying 
only the specified information corresponding to the other information processing 
apparatuses supplied with the information when the information from the other 
information processing apparatuses not set as the alternative is input through the bus 
(figure 18b; see arguments for claim 2 above). 

16. Regarding claim 4, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein the setting device includes: 

An extraction device for extracting (application software), based on the acquired 
specified information, only those of the other information apparatuses meeting 
the conditions selectable as the alternative among the plurality of the other 
information processing apparatuses in setting one of the other information 
processing apparatuses as the one of the alternatives (selection of a device, 
figure 25; column 19, lines 25-29); and 

A display device (figure 22, display 18) for displaying only the extracted other 
information processing apparatuses (column 20, lines 57-65). 
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17. Regarding claim 5, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a storage device (HD 24 / RAM 16) for storing 
the acquired specified information (column 25, lines 32-36) 

18. Regarding claim 6, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the bus is a serial bus based on IEE 1394 standard (figure 
1). 

19. Regarding claims 7 and 8, examiner finds these claims substantially similar to 
claim 1. Therefore the same arguments used in rejection of claim 1 are applied. 



Conclusion 

20. Other publications are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
bus access control. Refer to form 892, "Notice of References Cited", for a complete list 
of relevant prior arts cited by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Sun whose telephone number is (571) 272-2675. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 10:30am-7pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim N. Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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supervisory patent examiner 
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